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U.S. Grains Council:  

ÁBuilding partnerships based on trust 

ÁBridge to worldôs largest, most reliable grain supply 

 

Quality, Reliability, Transparency 
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Motivation 

ÁLack of information on quality of U.S. sorghum 

ÁGrowth of U.S. sorghum exports 

ÁSuccess of USGC Corn Quality Reports 

Objective 

ÁTo provide information proactively on the U.S. sorghum 

crop to international buyers 

ÅHarvest 

ÅEarly exports 

Sorghum Quality Reports 
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Á Initial look at crop quality from early harvest areas 

Á Samples collected from southern part of growing area during August and September 

Harvest 

Á Evaluation of quality of crop over entire harvest season; includes early and late harvest 

Á Samples collected from key sorghum - producing states 

Export Cargo 

Á Represents export quality early in the marketing year 

Á Samples collected during federal inspection at key sorghum - exporting ports 

Early Harvest Quality Report 

Harvest and Export Cargo Quality Report 
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Sampling Methodology  

ÁSame as Corn Harvest and Export Cargo Quality Reports 

Quality Factors Tested 

ÁSimilar to corn factors with minor changes 

Reporting 

ÁAltered from corn reports due to differences in production, 

harvest and export patterns 

Sorghum Quality Reports 
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Á Initial levels and variability of 

quality characteristics across 

the diverse geographic regions 

Á Inbound, unblended commodity 

samples from country elevators 

Harvest Sampling 
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Á Initial levels and variability of 

early export quality at ports 

Á Commodity sorghum samples 

collected by USDA in key 

export areas 

Export Sampling 
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Grading Factors 

 Test weight 

 Broken kernel/foreign material 

 Foreign material 

 Total damage/Heat damage 

Moisture 

Chemical Composition 

 Protein 

 Starch 

 Oil 

 Tannins Physical Factors 

 Kernel diameter 

 1000-kernel weight 

 Kernel volume 

 True density 

 Kernel hardness index     

Mycotoxins 

 Aflatoxins 

DON 

Reported in 
Harvest/Export 

Report only 
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U.S. Production by ASD (2015P) 

The geographic areas 

included in the Harvest 

sampling area include the 

highest sorghum-producing 

areas in the United States 

Source: USDA NASS and Centrec Estimates  
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U.S. Production by ASD (2015P) 
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Late  
Harvest 

Early  
Harvest 

Early Harvest Quality Report 

50 samples 

from Early 

Harvest 

area during 

August and 

September 
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Late  
Harvest 

Early  
Harvest 

Export Cargo 
U.S. Aggregate 

Plus 
Two Export Regions 

Texas 
Gulf 

Harvest 
U.S. Aggregate 

Plus 
Two Harvest Regions 
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